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Hr . Tom Palu s o
Chi ef Eng ineer
Soldier Creek Coal CompanY
P. 0. Box I
Price, Utah 84501

Dear PIr Paluso:

Re: C-o,:nditional Approval . S-o-1ijcr--er-eek--qo3.l-CgnP4Jl--54f,-d-i-sllanyoq
Mine. ExP/0077018-88(A). Folder #3. Caxbon County. utah

As vras discussed with you on the telephone July 15' 1988' it
appears that the Division. inproperly i s sued 

^ 
approval- for the

albve-referenced exploratioir-p1ln on July 12' 1988' !y not including
stioulations from tfte Bureau of l,and Managenent (BLM) as conditions
to lpproval .

The BLM stipulations are hereby transrnitted' As discugsed with
vou on the teleihone, instead of using the seed mix referenced in
Stipulation 16,-Blease use the perman-nt reclamation seed mix for
the area, as conrnitted to in your originaL subnittal received May
12, 1988. Dennis Willis of the 3LU has agreed to this change'

Please contact me if you have any questions

S incerely,

,t*
/)r*a'^- { ' "V'.**t"J

Susan C. Linner
Permit Supervisor/
Reclamation Biologist

djh
At t a chment
cc: M. Bailey, BLI'I

J. Helf rich
J. Leatherwood
P.F.0.

0835R/ S:
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an equal opporlunity ernployer



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab District
Price River Resource Area

900 North 700 East
Price, Utah 84501

JUN fl $ 1988

Susan C. Linner
State of Utah Hatural Resources
Division of 0i1, Gas and Mining
355 tJest North Templ e
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Sal t Lake Ci ty, Utah B4l 801 203

Dear Ms. Linner:

The preliminary plans for coal exploration, Soldier Creek
Sol di er Canyon Mi ne , CEP/ 007 / 0l I +8A, Carbon County, Utah
by our office staff.

Coal Company,
have been reviewed

ctf
fr,tu PftJn| /sti-tr+

341 0
( u -066)

ili"'r isllil$ {}F
fiil, SHl$ & f,J$rulfiJG

The BLM has no objection to these plans if the enclosed stipulations are
attached to your approval..

Sincerely yours,

4"'kfE#
Area Manager

Encl osures:
S ti pu1 ati ons

cc: UDICR, Price



l. The BLM Area Manager shall be notified 48 hours prior to start and
completion of the program.

?. The lessee/l icensee is responsible to see that al'l personnel contracted
or otherwise doing work on the exploratfon program are aware of these approval
requirements and abide by all regulations and stipu'lations governing this
program. Any changes to the approved exploration plan must receive approval
from the Area Manager prior to implementation.

3 . I'lhen artesi on fl ows or water hori zons wi th poss i bI e devel opment potenti al
a re encountcred , the BLM Area Mana ger s hal I be noti fi ed i nmedi atel y so that a
determi nati on may be made concerni ng thei r devel opment potenti al . I'lhen
poss'ible, water samples shall be collected by the operator for analysis by the
BLM. A written report is required upon completion of exploration as noted by
Sti pul ati on I H.

4. Upon completion of down-hole procedures, all drill holes shall be
properly sealed from the bottom to the co'llar. Any variance from the
procedures itemized below must be approved by the Area Manager.

A. Dri'l I hol es i n coal deposi ts amenabl e to underground mi ni ng must be
cemented from the bottom of the hole to at least 50 feet above the highest
minable coa'l bed (+ feet thick 0r more) or aquifer.

5. Drill holes in coal deposits must be plugged with cement. Cementing
aquifers would also be applicable as above.

6. If adverse downhole conditions prevent a completed
properly plugged after attempting all standard industry
t he Area Mana ger wi I 1 be con tacted i nmedi ate'ly to make a
fi na'l pl uggi ng method.

dri I I hol e from bei ng
plugging procedures,
determi nati on as to a

7. The hole Jocation is to be marked by placing an approved marker made of
galvanized steel , brass, aluminum, or simi'lar non-corrosive metal in the
concrete plug. Such markers are to show hole number, year drilled,
Iessee/licensee name, and as feasib'le, the section, township, and range in
which the ho'le is located. Top of concrete plug, if located in cultfvated
field, must be set below normal plow depth {'l 0 to 12 inches}. In
noncultivated areas, all marker caps shou'ld not protrude above the ground
J evel .

8. The Area Manager shall be notified as to the tine when the first hole is
to be plugged so that a representative of the BLM may arrange to observe the
plugging procedure. Subsequent observations of other holes being plugged wi'll
be arranged as appropriate.

9. Upon completion of exploration activities, a report as required by 43 CFR

3485.1 (formerly 30 CFR 21 1.62) shall be submitted to the l'loab District
0ffice. The report at a minimum must contain the following:
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A. Location{s) and serial number(s) of lands under Federal lease or
I icense on which explorati0n t,tas conducted.

B. A descri pti on of the compl eted expl orati on operati ons that i ncl udes
the number of hol es dri I I ed, tota'l depth of each hol e, and the compl eti on date
of each hole,

C. A map showi ng the I ocati ons o f a'll hol es dri'l 1ed, other excavati ons,
and the coal or tar sand outcrop lines as appropriate. The scale of the map
shall not be less than I inch equals I mile.

D. Analysis of coal or tar sand samples and other pertfnent tests
obtai ned from expl orati on o perati ons.

E . Copi es of al I i n-h ol e mechani cal or geophysi ca'l statr'graphic surveys
or logs, such as electric logs, gamma ray-neutron logs, sonic logs, oF any
other logs. The records shall include a lithologic 'log of al'l strata
penetrated and conditions encountered, such as water, gas 0r any unusual
condi ti ons.

F, Status of reclamation of the disturbed areas.

G. Any otirer information requested by the District Manager.

H. Hydrologic reports using the attached form.

10. An indiv'idual lease 0r license bond in an amount to be determined by the
Area Manager shall have been filed with the proper office before corrrnencement
of exploration activities. The bond shall be used as required to cover costs
incurred by the BLM to correct any violation of this program.

11. The proiect must meet VRI'I Class III guidelines. Changes in fonn, line,
color, and texture may be evident, but they must be subordinated to the
strength of the existing 'landscape.

Stipulations 12 and 13 apply only if
July I 5.

drilling is to be conmenced before

12. The company shall conduct an aerial raptor survey of aIl su'itable cliff
habitat within .5 miJes of the proposed drill sites. lrlork shal'l be completed
and reported to the authorized officer prior to inftiation of surface
disturbance. The survey shall be conducted by helicopter by a qualified
raptor specialist experienced in raptor cliff nesting surveys. The survey
should document and map all raptor nests on 7.5 minute USGS topographic maps
and determine current activity status of each nest located.

The he1 icopter and pil of must be carded by
Interior Office of Aircraft safety in order

the United States Department of

Fi sh and Hi I dl i fe Servi ce ( USFl,lS ) or BLM the
s urvey .

to permit personnel from the U. S.
option to participate in the
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13. The holder shall not conduct construction activities within 0.8 miles ora dgsi.gngted buffer zone from active-raptor nest sites during the nestingperiod' February !5 to JuIy 15. Buffer zones and/or adjustments to the
n 99.ti l.g p9$ od wi I I be determi ned by the authori zed of fi ier i n coniui liti on
wi th the USFt'lS and the Utah Di vi si on of l,li I dt i fe Resourrei t UOWR i .-- 

-

l4: Bladjng and the removal _of vegetatfon from the roadbed will be allowed041y to the extent that a safe, drfvable surface is obtained. The travelwidth will be no greater than lZ feet.

15. Reclamation of the roadbed will occur the same year that the exploration
9till ilg is done. Reclamation wil I generally includ[, nui not necesiarfly beI imited t9, Jtg:*ling of !f e earth, Ful l ing -vegetattve 

debris back into theroadbed, ferti l.iI!ng,. seedi ng,. and-cbnstruitiot of waieruirs. Mul chi ng may berqui red, especial ly where grades are steep. Speci fic needs wil I be di scussedat a prereclamation conference between representatives of ioldier Cree[-i4in.,the di rt contractor, and the BLM.

I 6. Ferti I i zati on wi I I be at the rate o f
phosphorous per acre. The following seed

Pl an! Spec_ies

Crested wheatgrass
Yel I ow sweetcl over
Fourwing saltbush

(Rincon variety or seed collected at
6,700 feet or above)

50 lbs. nitrogen and b0 Ibs.list will be used:

Pounds/4cre Pur,e Live Seed

+
2

T

t0
AI 1 seed and fertf 1 i zer wi I I be raked i nto
satisfactory revegetation may necessitate a
second growing season.

Total

the soi I . Fafl ure to obtai n
fol I owup seedf ng attempt after the

tlang 0902D



C ornpany :

AddresE;

Lease lLLcense llumber :

Drtll llole Nuaber I

Date Completed:

ToEal Depch:

Company Contact:

F hone N r:nber:

Drilllng Concracror:

AcCres s :

|-----*t f ^----F.vvasAflY V\Jtl!Clli!r

F :.one l.irrnbe: I

Locatlonof Hole: T. _5,r R. E., SLE.SLY, Secti-on._: _t _k _i
Collar Elevation of Hole:

D r il I ing He chodr'lfeci lum :

S tatic ir-ater Level:

HoIe Dianeter:

Accutfer ;lL

Depth belo*- Collar Elevation:

Rock Type:
*

Date Reported Eo Elltl

Acq'.rL,fer #2

DepEh below Collar Elevaclon:

Rrck Type:
*

[t; te Rep,..r ted t.r BL]l:

Formatl-on:

YieId(GPH):
*

Requlrements of BLH:

Ifacer Sanple Provl-ded to BLll?

Forua tlon:

Y teld(CPll) :

*
Requlremr--nts or BLF1:

Iilter S;truple Provlrlt:d to BLI-I?

* Rcfr--f to Sttplil;ittr.ril l{rrrutrur j


